
Boulder High School – PAC Minutes – Nov. 18, 2009 
 

 
Attendees: 
 Renee Winklmann, Kevin Braney, Lisa Green, Shelley Kappel, Melinda 
Gillespie, Doyle Johnson, JoAnn Beserra, JoAnne Baumgartner, Lisa McConnell, 
Katherine Morss, Lauren Hager, Sage Hansen, Leanne Lockhart 
 
Reports: 
 
Doyle Johnson (Counseling Office): 
 
Surviving thru Nov. deadlines for college applications 
750 applications have been processed 
Successful Financial Aid Evening – Spanish translation – encouraging to see many 
 Spanish speaking families in attendance. 
Counseling office working with Special Ed. Classes 
Adequate to limit college applications to 5-6 colleges 
Senior Reviews:  used for matching students to appropriate colleges. However, some  
 families also use an educational consultant who puts in the time to do all 
 the research.  Doyle has about 10 of his students using one. 
 
Lisa: (Co-Chairs Report) 
 
Found After-Prom Chair!   Dawn Brandt, a Fairview parent who also has children at  
 BHS.  So Joan’s husband, who had been volunteered, is off the hook! 
BHS Showcase – Dec. 7th.  6:00PM. All PAC volunteers are highly encouraged to attend 

and help talk to prospective families.  
 PLEASE EMAIL LISA IF YOU CAN ATTEND:  lisa@greenandgardnerlaw.com 
Committee Chairs:  please try to type up your report before PAC meetings and email it to 
 the Co-Chairs.  Please keep reports to 5 minutes.  We’re still trying to have the 
 meetings end before 9:00 so we can have open discussion time. 
 Some committee chairs said they do not have time to write up a report.  This is  
 fine.  Co-Chairs are just trying to make the meeting as efficient as possible. 
 
Melinda:  (Governance Team): 
 
The SIP from SIT (I like how that sounds!)  which translates to the School Improvement 
 Plan from the School Improvement Team will be posted on the BHS website. 
Block schedule brought up again.  Mostly science dept. wants it for lab time.  Motion on  
 floor at next faculty meeting whether to pursue it.  Will hear at Dec. PAC mtg. 
 Parents should definitely be involved in this discussion. 
 
Renee:  (Grocery Certificates): 
 
King Soopers Program going strong.  It has added $500/mo. more in profit!  
 



Dolly Dean:  (a brief update she sent in on Make A Difference fundraising) 
 
Through Friday, November 13: we have received $19,615 in donations from 100 donors 
toward the fall Make a Difference fall campaign. 
 
Last fall (Fall 2008): we received a total of $24,630 in donations from 137 donors. 
 
We will continue to accept donations to this campaign through December 31 (any 
donation dated December 31 or earlier will be counted toward the Fall campaign). Given 
past experience, I think we are on track this year to reach a donation level similar to last 
fall's donation level. 
 
In addition to the amounts donated by families/businesses, we typically receive a 
donation from the Grocery Certificate program at the end of each semester. Last fall, the 
grocery program supplemented what we raised with a $3,500 donation. THIS FALL, 
THE GROCERY PROGRAM WILL BE IN A POSITION TO DONATE 
SIGNIFICANTLY MORE TO THE MAKE A DIFFERENCE PROGRAM (Renee can 
explain this) -- therefore, our total amount raised this fall (which will be distributed to 
teachers in January) will be GREATER than last year (even if we do not receive any 
more in donations this fall, the grant from Grocery Certs will put us beyond last fall's 
numbers). 
 
A big thanks to the Renee's very successful work on the grocery program!!! 
 
I will continue to place weekly ENews updates through the beginning of Winter Break 
encouraging end of the year donations. (I skipped this week because I was out of town on 
Friday and Saturday with the BHS Model UN team in Denver). 
 
 
Katherine: (DPC – District Parent Council): 
 
Presentation from Don Orr (Bond guy) about which schools get bond $$- mostly schools  
 with a change in scope or school population. 
Fundraising presentations: 
 Mesa: Asked families for $100 at the beginning of the year.  Raised $30,000. 
  Had 90% participation – 65% gave the full $100. 
 Whittier: $6000 from a garden tour. 
 California Pizza Kitchen gives 20% at their school nights. 
Impact on Education presentation:  Independent nonprofit.  
 Has raised $11 million 
 Taking a break from mini-grants 
 Sponsors the Opportunity Fund – resource for principals. 
Food program presentation: Sales are up at the high schools and middle schools. 
 Down at the elementary schools.   
 
NO DAC, SIT, or Website Reports- no representative present. 
 
JoAnne Baumgartner:  (Sr. Class Representative) 



 
Diane McCarthy and JoAnne are writing up a letter for Senior parents about all the 
 events/deadlines that happen Senior year.  GREAT IDEA!!! Suggestions were  
 made to include costs so parents can brace themselves!  Finalized letter will be 
 mailed to parents, posted on BHS website and sent in Enews. 
 
Sage: (Student Council) 
 
Adopt-A-Family currently happening.  (details in past Enews) 
Informal dance- a success.  Made $200.  Being split between Adopt-A-Family and the 
 Conscious Alliance fundraiser for Native Americans. 
Pancake Breakfast – Dec. 11th. During Tap 1.  7-8AM.  Planned by sophomores. 
Juniors working on prom. 
Seniors working on Winter Ball. 
 
Kevin Braney: (Principal’s Report) 
 
Issue with unexcused absences with Juniors and Seniors.  270 students have 5 or more  
 unexcused absences.  167 are Juniors and Seniors.  
Parking:  meeting with City Manager.  Safety issues are the priority.  JoAnn Beserra 

offered a great suggestion of using a city parking garage for additional parking. 
Kevin will look into it with the City Manager. 

Working on developing a consistent view of what rigor means throughout the faculty. 
 Wants to lessen the inconsistencies with learning expectations from teacher 
 to teacher. 
Jan. PAC meeting, Kevin will share a list of ideas he has collected about what will make 
 BHS a better place. 
Clean up crews are working on muddy areas outside the school by putting down gravel. 
 Carpets are being cleaned. 
Open Enrollment coming up!  Showcase:  Mon. Dec. 7th at 6:00PM.  Kevin is available 
 for parents to present BHS at a function or to spread the word around the  
 community in any other way. 
 Jeffrey Likes (LA teacher) is doing a great job with PR.  Developed cool BHS 
  decals as well as an Infomercial. 
 Shelley spoke about the BHS PR program:  Theme: Let’s crow about what we 
  are proud of.  Model positive behavior.  Written pamphlet will be handed 
  out at Showcase.  Will have students, faculty and parents all there to  
  spread the word of how great our school is!  
Back to Kevin:  Freshman Seminar survey coming out.  We will look at results at Dec. 
 PAC meeting.  Decision will be made whether to continue it or not 2nd semester. 
Kevin has kept a log of issues at BHS from casual conversations.  From these, focus 
 groups will be formed to develop strategic plans to improve the school.  Wants to 
 transform BHS with a  4-5 year plan. 
 
Lisa:  (Treasurer’s Report) – Loretta absent 
 
Missed some of this- I had to leave the room!  Proposed budget is available from Loretta 
 if not present at meeting. 



Could not approve budget due pending changes.  Joan and Lisa welcome comments.  
Want to spend less on Freshman t-shirts and there’s still questions about Highlights costs. 
Still planning on funding front hall improvements. 
 
Lauren: (Hospitality) 
   
Next Principal’s Coffee:  Wed. Dec. 2nd  7:30AM. 
Mornings work the best versus lunchtime or after school. 
 
Lisa McConnell:   
 
Highly recommends the Book Club that was written up in Enews that PEN  
 sponsors.  Loves the book Please Stop The Roller coaster. 
 Thanks for sharing Lisa! 


